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ment  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Med¬ 
icine.  A  series  of  interesting  lantern 
slides,  showing  the  extent  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum — the  cause  of  almost  one- 
tenth  of  the  blindness  in  the  United 
States — was  lent  by  the  New  York  As¬ 
sociation  for  the  Blind,  which  has  with¬ 
in  the  last  two  years  added  to  its  work 
an  educational  department  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  blindness. 

Dr.  F.  Park  Lewis,  of  the  association, 
was  the  speaker  of  the  evening.  As 
long  ago  as  1881  Dr.  Crede  proved  that 
ophthalmia  of  the  newborn  is  an  easily 
curable  disease.  By  the  use  of  a  weak 
solution  of  silver  nitrate  in  the  eyes  of 
infants  he  reduced  the  percentage  of 
blindness  from  this  cause  in  his  clinic  at 
Leipzic  from  ten  per  cent  in  1881  to  one- 
quarter  of  one  per  cent  in  1886.  What 
could  be  done  in  1886  could  be  done  now 
if  it  were  not  for  the  ignorance  of  moth¬ 
ers,  the  lack  of  any  enforced  standards 
for  midwives — who  in  New  York  city 
attend  not  far  from  half  of  all  confine¬ 
ments — the  negligence  of  physicians  and 
finally  the  lack  of  authority  over  such 
cases  on  the  part  of  boards  of  health. 
One  drop  of  silver  nitrate  at  birth  would 
give  a  sound  child  to  the  state,  whose  ed¬ 
ucation  in  the  public  schools  would  cost 
but  thirty  dollars  a  year  instead  of  three 
hundred  and  forty,  as  in  schools  for  the 
blind.  In  New  York  state  alone  the  prac¬ 
tice  would  in  time  reduce  the  cost  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum  from  $110,000  a 
year  to  little  over  $5,000  spent  for  the 
free  distribution  of  silver  nitrate. 

But  this  means  of  saving  the  eyes  of 
our  children  would  involve  an  extension 
of  the  police  power  of  the  state  and  it  is 
for  legislation  that  will  extend  this  power 
that  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  and  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion  are  now  carrying  on  educational 
work  through  committees  consisting  of 
one  ophthalmologist,  one  obstetrician  and 
one  health  officer  in  each  state  of  the 
Union.  Their  agitation  has  already  had 
some  results  both  in  procuring  such  leg¬ 
islation  and  in  gaining  the  co-operation 
of  physicians,  educational  agencies  and 
the  general  public  in  the  work  of  stamp¬ 
ing  out  the  disease.  In  1909  the 
New  York  State  Board  of  Health  got 


an  appropriation  from  the  Legislature 
for  the  free  distribution  of  silver 
nitrate  and  of  circulars  and  cards  of 
information  to  physicians,  nurses  and 
midwives.  At  the  same  time  the  board 
added  to  the  birth  certificate  a  question 
in  regard  to  whether  the  new  born  child’s 
eyes  had  been  treated  for  opthalmia  ne¬ 
onatorum,  and  changed  the  time  require¬ 
ment  during  which  a  birth  should  be  re¬ 
ported  from  ten  days  to  thirty-six  hours. 
The  Department  of  Health  of  New  York 
city  has,  since  1902,  when  this  disease 
was  declared  contagious,  had  the  impor¬ 
tant  power  of  removing  a  child  needing 
such  care  to  a  hospital.  Two  years  ago 
a  department  for  the  care  of  infants  was 
started  and  since  that  time  the  New  York 
Health  Department  nurses  in  their  visits 
to  children  have  kept  a  sharp  lookout  for 
infant  ophthalmia  and  have  distributed 
leaflets  of  instruction  and  vials  of  silver 
nitrate  freely  to  midwives. 

This  is  a  good  beginning  but  in  only 
twelve  states  has  a  beginning  of  any  kind 
been  made  and  there  is  much  educational 
work  still  to  be  done  before  the  rest  falL 
in  line.  The  Russell  Sage  Foundation 
is  now  taking  up  this  work  and  at  the 
last  informal  conference  of  its  committee 
on  the  prevention  of  blindness  delegates 
were  present  from  four  of  the  states 
which  are  furthest  advanced  in  the  work 
of  prevention  of  blindness.  Five  states 
are  considering  preventive  measures  and 
it  is  hoped  that  in  all  of  them  laws  will 
soon  be  passed  providing  for  the  early 
registry  of  births,  the  incorporation  of 
a  question  regarding  the  infant’s  eyes  in 
the  birth  certificate,  the  registration  and 
licensing  of  midwives,  the  free  distri¬ 
bution  of  educational  literature  and  of 
silver  nitrate,  the  classification  of  oph¬ 
thalmia  neonatorum  as  a  contagious  dis¬ 
ease,  the  boards  of ,  health  to  have  the 
power  of  removal  to  a  hospital  where  the 
infant  needs'  such  care. 
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SENATOR  GORE 

SPEAKS  ON  BLIND 

Senator  T.  P.  Gore  of  Oklahoma  was 
the  principal  speaker  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Home 
Teaching  Society  and  Free  Circulating 
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Library  for  the  Blind.  He  is  a  striking 
example  of  a  blind  man  who  has  lived  in 
the  world,  competed  on  equal  terms  with 
those  who  see,  and  now  bears  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  the  youngest  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  The  principal 
point  in  his  speech  was  his  plea  for  a 
system  of  public  education  for  the  blind, 
like  that  of  Chicago,  that  shall  not  bring 
them  up  in  isolation  from  the  world  but 
prepare  them  in  the  same  school  worid 
as  the  seeing,  for  the  same  struggle  for 
existence  which  they  must  face  when 
their  education  is  completed.  He  com¬ 
mended  the  society  highly  on  its  educa¬ 
tional  work  for  the  blind  who  live  isolat¬ 
ed  in  their  homes. 

The  Home  Teaching  Society  was 
founded  twenty-eight  years  ago.  Since 
that  time  it  has  sent  its  teachers  to  hun¬ 
dreds  of  blind  persons  to  give  instruction 
in  reading  from  raised  type,  has  fur¬ 
nished  thousands  of  others  in  all  parts  of 
the  union  with  reading  matter  and  has 
supplied  printed  lessons  for  those  vol¬ 
unteers  who  desire  to  become  home 
teachers  to  the  blind.  Of  late  years  the 
'demand  for  reading  matter  has  been  al¬ 
most  too  great  for  the  society  to  meet, 
but  the  trustees  are  now  making  every 
effort  to  raise  a  permanent  publication 
fund  large  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of 
“those  who  sit  in  darkness.” 

CONGRESS  DEBATES 
ON  PLAYGROUNDS 

Congress  is  passing  through  its  an¬ 
nual  turmoil  over  a  playground  appro¬ 
priation  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  It 
looked  this  year  as  though  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Playground  Association  would  get 
its  appropriation  without  the  fuss  and 
feathers  that  accompanied  the  debate  of 
a  year  ago  when  some  statesmen  of  the 
House  made  a  mighty  stand  against  a 
game  to  “skin  the  treasury.”  In  fact, 
this  year  the  House  appropriated  $17,000 
for  “maintenance,  repairs,  equipment  and 
supplies  to  be  paid  wholly  from  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  District  of  Columbia.”  The 
Senate  passed  the  bill  with  an  added 
clause  providing  that  the  appropriation 
should  be  met  half  by  the  district  and 
half  by  the  federal  treasury  in  accord¬ 


ance  with  the  organic  act  of  1878.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  citizens  of  Washington  a  dan¬ 
gerous  precedent  would  be  established  if 
the  House  measure  were  adopted ;  for 
a  loop  hole  would  be  made  through 
which  future  appropriations  might  be 
saddled  on  the  district. 

At  any  rate  the  joint  committee  of  the 
two  houses  failed  to  agree.  The  House 
conferrees  would  not  allow  the  “organic 
clause”  to  be  inserted  and  the  Senate  con¬ 
ferrees  would  not  agree  to  its  omission. 
Consequently  the  playground  appropria¬ 
tion  was  struck  out  entirely  from  the  bill, 

On  March  8,  however,  the  speaker 
ruled  that  the  committee  had  exceeded  its 
authority  in  striking  out  the  item  because 
both  houses  had  agreed  to  an  appropria¬ 
tion  of  $17,000,  but  differed  as  to  the  way 
in  which  the  money  should  be  used  and 
the  source  from  which  it  should  be  paid. 
Representative  Parsons  then  moved  that 
the  House  recede  from  its  former  posi¬ 
tion  and  concur  with  the  Senate’s  amend¬ 
ment.  This  motion  was  at  first  carried 
by  ninety-five  to  ninety-three,  but  on  de¬ 
mand  for  the  “yeas  and  nays”  the  motion 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  ill  to  142. 

The  matter  now  goes  back  to  the  joint 
committee,  and  will  probably  come  again 
before  the  House  for  consideration  with¬ 
in  a  few  days. 

DEATH  OF 
LOUIS  KLOPSCH 

Louis  Klopsch,  the  editor  of  the 
Christian  Herald,  died  in  New  York  city 
on  March  7.  Since  1890  he  had  owned 
and  managed  that  non-sectarian  relig¬ 
ious  weekly  which  grew  to  its  present 
power  and  influence  under  his  proprietor¬ 
ship.  Dr.  Klopsch  is  probably  best 
known  by  the  world-wide  relief  work 
that  he  supervised  through  the  Christian 
Herald.  In  1892  with  Dr.  Talmadge,  a 
member  of  his  editorial  staff,  Dr.  Klopsch 
secured  a  cargo  of  foodstuffs  and  char¬ 
tered  a  steamship  which  carried  supplies 
to  the  famine  stricken  districts  of  Russia. 
He  and  Dr.  Talmadge  oversaw  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  these  supplies.  In  the  same 
year,  relief  was  sent  to  the  massacre  sur¬ 
vivors  in  Russia.  President  McKinley 
appointed  Dr.  Klopsch  a  member  of  the 
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